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NEWSLETTER NO 2       AUGUST  2007 
 
PRESIDENT  Andrew Bowe mayfieldfATbigpond.com.au  
SECRETARY Kerryn Brenton kbrenton5ATbigpond.com 
TREASURER Marg Van Riet mvanrietATnex.net.au  
NEWSLETTER Jenny Moncur jmoncurATnetspace.net.au 
 

PRESIDENTS REPORT 
 

As this is my first report since taking on the post of president, I’d better get off to a 
regal start. I hereby do promise to be a really, really good leader – sort of – apart 
from not answering my phone, not returning messages or not reading emails!! Okay, 
so it’s taken me 20 years to get this unreliable, I guess nothing’s ‘gonna’ change in a 
great hurry. 
Seriously though, my time is somewhat limited, but I’ll do what I can to help steer this 
assoc. – as the peak body for professional trimmers in Australia – through the busy 
days ahead.  
 
Many thanks  
Some acknowledgements: thanks to Darren for stepping up to the plate to be 
president when no-one else was able to take the job on – even when he didn’t have 
the time due to his work commitments. It was much appreciated. 
Thanks to Lou (who has resigned from the committee) for her time and valuable input 
since the inception of the AHCA. 
And an ongoing thanks to Kerryn who is our hard working secretary in the engine 
room of our assoc. It is a big task being secretary and she is now in her second term 
so hopefully by the end of year at our AGM someone may be able to relieve Kerryn. 
 
Communication  
I think the most important thing in a fledgling assoc. like ours (especially with far flung 
members), is to keep communication flowing. Fortunately we have in our ranks a 
couple of technical ‘brainiacs’ who are setting up the facilities for virtual meetings 
which the committee hopes to have on a regular basis. Thanks  
Luke and Darren – you guys lead and I’ll just follow – I have all the technological 
capabilities of a wood grub! 
 
Freeze Dried Legs  
I have made contact with a lady in Tassie (Liz Parotti) who is setting herself up to 
freeze dry such things as horse legs. 
For those people who may not have seen them, freeze dried horse legs are a great 
teaching aid to show various views of functional anatomy. They have been available 
from the states for many years but are very expensive and you get whatever leg is 
sent. I will have some samples very soon. 
Hopefully with this local connection, these legs will be available at a good price and 
we may be able to send over our own legs of choice to be dried. 



I am hoping to have a good number done by equitana – all showing various 
structures, aspects of balance, pathologies etc. 
I don’t know yet how much they will be, but there may be scope to get a bulk order 
done for our assoc. 
If anyone is interested, let me know. 
 
Equitana  
Equitana is going to be huge. I don’t think many of us are chasing too much extra 
work, but it will be a great marketing opportunity for our assoc. Our working group is 
collating ideas for having an effective presence. Chrisann and Mike have very kindly 
offered our assoc. a little bit of space in their booth (Easycare Downunder) where 
hopefully we will be organized enough to have a small table and banner and some 
giveaways promoting the AHCA and barefooting in general. I think the Easycare 
booth will be barefoot central. If everyone who is coming to Equitana could spend a 
bit of time manning the fort that would be good.  
 
Wayne Anderson Clinic  
I am trying to piece together a one day clinic/workshop with Wayne Anderson to 
teach us trimmers some of the finer points of horsemanship.  
Wayne was a master farrier for many years (one of my main mentors back in the 
shoeing days). He was widely respected in the trade for his exceptional 
craftsmanship and enquiring mind. Some years ago Wayne drifted away from 
studying farriery and moved more into studying horse handling and he has evolved 
into one of Australia’s leading horse and people educators. Quoting Wayne: 
“So much is being said to us by horses, but because of the lack of working 
knowledge it gets missed, leading to wrong opinions being made about horse/human 
interaction. Safety is a major priority, we love working with and enjoying leisure time 
with the horse but we all want to survive the experience”. 
It will be a rare opportunity to learn from one of the very best. 
The day will be sometime after equitana, but we need to be able to guarantee a 
minimum of ten people to secure Wayne for a day. Could people please express their 
interest in the next little while, this will give us an idea if it is worth pursuing. 
 
Logo and slogan  
There is a logo doing the rounds which I think is derived from jenny’s design. It’s 
different from most others in the market place, I think it’s good. 
I like a slogan along the lines of one of Glenn’s ideas “barefeet……well grounded” 
That just about sums up everything we are trying to achieve with horses’ feet. 
 
Just my input for what it’s worth!  
 
Time is running out, so please get any further ideas to jenny yesterday. 
 
Andrew Bowe 
President AHCA 
 

 
 

SHARON MAY-DAVIS HORSE DISSECTION CLINIC 
 
Fifteen hardy souls donned their beanies and windcheaters to attend a three day 
clinic at Andrew and Nicky Bowes Yarck property with renowned equine anatomist 
Sharon May-Davis. Held over 10th to 12th August, the clinic covered the dissection of 
a crossbred mare who had been battling severe laminitis. Although about 80% 



sound, according to Andrew Bowe, the mare, Snow, was unsuitable for breeding and 
was unlikely to improve further. Interestingly, despite having no obvious external 
tumors Snow had quite extensive melanomas throughout her muscle and fascial 
tissue. Sharon stated she has seen melanomas in grey animals as young as five 
years of age, and almost every grey horse over 12 years of age.  
 
The majority of attendees were either hoof care practitioners or equine muscle 
therapists, but a racehorse trainer, endurance trainer and vet also attended.  

 
 
Marg Van Riet watching Sharon dissecting out part of the neck of Snow.  
The very fine ‘fly-twitch’ muscle can be seen as a darker coloured sheet of tissue 
lying just above Sharon’s right hand.  
 

 
The photo above shows the deep digital flexor tendon dissected out of the annular 
ligament and going down to its attachment on the palmar surface of P3. 



One of the branches of the suspensory ligament is visible on the upper border of P2 
and the fetlock. 
 

 
 
Insertion of DDFT on underside of P3. Note the pale areas of the solar corium which 
corresponded to very poor sole depth in the hoof capsule.  
Sharon May Davis is a fascinating person with a wealth of knowledge about equine 
anatomy and biomechanics. The only problem with the clinic was that it was too short 
and raised so many more questions! 
I am sure everyone went home and evaluated their equines with more discerning and  
critical eyes. 
 
Andrew and Nicky also had a selection of cadaver legs on disply. 
Check out the pics below. Can you believe someone actually put a shoe on this 
hoof!! 
 

 
 

 



EQUITANA – AHCA MEMBERS NEEDED!!  
 

Equitana will be held in November at the new revamped Royal Melbourne 
Showgrounds in Ascot Vale, Vic over four days from 15th to 18th November 
inclusive. Mike and Chrissan Ware from Easycare Downunder have kindly 
allowed AHCA to have a prescence on their stall over the course of the expo. 
 
SO… we need volunteers who are prepared to give a half day of their time to 
‘person’ the stall and talk to interested people about barehoof care. As our 
illustrious El Presidente will be giving talks in the education sessions I am 
sure there will a lot of interest!! 
 
In return for volunteering for a half day session (from 10am till 2pm or 2pm to 
6pm) AHCA will refund your entry costs for that day. 
If you can spare four hours to talk about hooves (something we are ALL very 
good at!!) please contact Marg Van Riet who is collating the roster. 
First in gets the pick of the times. 
Marg can be contacted on mvanrietATnex.net.au (replace ‘AT’ with ‘@’) 
 
Also, Rebecca Scott has organised a dinner for trimmers and others 
interested which will feature guest speaker Karen Chaton from Easycare. 
Bookings are filling up fast so contact Rebecca for more info or to book in. 
rebeccascottATbigpond.com 
 

************************************************************* 
 

LOGO AND SLOGAN FOR AHCA  
 
Some time ago the committee called for submissions for a logo and slogan that 
would embody our illustrious organisation. A couple of logo submissions were 
received and a few slogans courtesy of Glenn. 
We now need to vote on these – yesterday! 
The logos and slogans are numbered below. Luke Steele is collating results. 
Please send your votes to lukeATbarefoothorse.com.au. 
LOGO 1      LOGO 2 

   

   
 
From Jenny Moncur     From Carol Layton 



 
 
 
SLOGANS 
 
Glenn Wilson sent in a whole batch of slogans but the pick of the lot was  
 
“BAREFEET – WELL GROUNDED” 
 
No-one has submitted any others, so unless something outstanding comes in 
soon, and no-one has any objection, this looks like being our AHCA slogan. 
I really like it!! 
Well done Glenn. 
 

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ 
 

PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL  
 
Your committee will be putting together ‘showbags’ for Equitana and other 
promotional opportunties. We hope to include some handouts with lists of 
trimmers featuring short biographies of each of you. 
If you would like to be featured on a trimmers bio page, please forward me a 
photo and a paragraph or two of your training and background, as well as 
contact details and areas served. 
I need this as soon as possible to start collating and printing.  
 
Even if your books are full it is worth putting thi s information out to 
demonstrate the numbers of trimmers operating and t he wide scope of 
areas covered.  
 
We also plan to have a handout of the Hoof Deformation scale that was 
devised by Chrissan Ware and Dr Thomas Teskey, as well as some other 
general promotional and educational material. Many thanks to chrissan for 
allowing the use of this scale. Andrew Bowe is also investigating getting 
hoofpicks made with the website address of AHCA stamped on them.  
 
Any contributions for promo material should be sent to one of the committee 
members for consideration and subsequent printing – ASAP!! 
 
 

MEMBERSHIPS DUES ARE NOW PAYABLE!  
 

IF NOT YET RENEWED PLEASE SEND $40 TO MARG VAN RIET  
MEMBERSHIP FORMS ARE ABLE TO BE DOWNLOADED FROM THE  

AHCA WEBSITE. 
This will be the last newsletter for those who fail  to renew. 

With all the exciting things planned I am sure ever yone will be keen to 
remain members!!! 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

ARB Press Release - Rules re Barefoot Racing  
 

Members may be aware that the Australian Racing Board recently reviewed rule 
AR.141 requiring all horses to be shod and stated that they would not be ammending 
that rule to allow barefoot racing. 
 
Your president, Andrew Bowe, has responded to the ARB refuting claims within the 
press release. Among these claims were 

• the abandonment of a 2007 NSW mounted police trial of using unshod 
horses. 
• the great scarcity of persons appropriately trained to care for the feet of 
unshod horses 
 

Andrew clarified the history of the NSW mounted police ‘trial’ pointing out that there 
had in fact been no formal trial, and the use of hoof boots was for a ‘one-off’ 
performance only which was subsequently cancelled. 
The successful trial of the WA Mounted Police who are currently using hoof boots 
over bare feet was cited.  
Andrew also corrected the statement regarding a scarecity of appropriately trained 
hoof care practitioners. The attention of the ARB was drawn to the two courses 
providing certification for barehoof practitioners. 
Thanks to Andrew for the prompt response to this erroneous press release, and also 
to Chrissan Ware who assisted with the preparation of the response on behalf of 
AHCA. 
 
This type of press release is one reason why it is important that hoof care 
practitioners consider listing themselves on our we bsite as practitioners. 
Even if your books are currently full, the public a cknowledgement of large 
numbers of practioners will go a long way towards r efuting the erroneous 
claims from organisations such as ARB. (my personal opinion only – Ed.) 
 

--------------------------------------------------------- 
HOOF CARE COURSES 

 
There are still limited places left in the October 2007 course in Tasmania for TAFE 
Certificate III Equine Hoof Care.  
The course entails a two week block of intense practical study followed by On-Line 
study, case studies and mentorships through a twelve month period. 
This qualification is a nationally recognised tradesman certificate. 
For further information, please contact immediately: 
 
Loretta Satterly 
Administrative Assistant 
Natural Resources - Burnie 
Phone: 03 6434 5846 
Fax: 03 64345891 
Email - Loretta.Satterly@tafe.tas.edu.au 
 



 
 
 
 
Professional Trimmers Diploma course  through the National College of 
Traditional Medicine . http://www.nctm.com.au/   
 
Lecturers will be Andrew Bowe (The Barefoot Blacksmith) who has a Science Degree 
and is a Master Farrier and Australia's leading rehabilitation therapist with foundered 
horses.   
Mike Ware, of Equethy UHHGM will asssit Andrew.  
Dr. Melanie Quick a leading veterinarian and a veterinary chiropractor will deliver 
aspects of the course that relate to veterinary and anatomy issues.  
Wayne Anderson who was a Master Farrier and then became passionate about 
natural training and has worked and studied with Buck Brannerman in the States, will 
deliver the practical hands on modules on Foal handling etc. Wayne is keen to offer 
his insights gained the hard way from his farrier days into dealing with difficult horses 
safely.  
 
At this point it seems that the lectures will be delivered firstly in Victoria in several 
blocks of five days and the course will run for one year.  Face to face trimming & 
anatomy subjects will be done "live-in" so that the students have access to large 
numbers of live horses and can do their practical trimming day after day under the 
guidance of the lecturers. The Anatomy & Physiology will be delivered online through 
distance learning, this should cut down the amount of time that students need to take 
away from their existing jobs. 
 
The college is a Registered Training Organisation and the Diploma will be fully 
recognised by the industry.  This is not a mickey mouse Diploma from an obscure 
college delivering courses in Natural Therapies. Their Diploma courses are all 
Government accredited to the same levels that they would be if they were a Diploma 
course presented through a Uni or Tafe system.   Your Diploma will be Government 
recognised both at National and State levels, and on a par with any other Diploma 
course offered in Australia.  This is very exciting as Australia will be a world leader in 
this type of professional barefoot training. 
 
I also have spoken to "guest" lecturers about workshops in conjunction with the 
course as I feel it will be "value added" for any trimmer to work with these people.  
Dr. Katy Watts of Safergrass has said she would be happy to present her info, Jean 
Koek who is Australia's leading specialist in infra red imaging for equines has offered 
to present her info, as has Sharon May Davis, leading expert on equine musculo-
skeletal dysfunctions and can present amazing full body horse disections.   
 
The first course will be run as a Pilot program so that we can work out the kinks.  
This allows the students to give feed back to the college about the "flow" of the 
course so it can be fine tuned for continuing courses.  Because of this feedback help 
from the students, the first intake will receive approx $500 discount off their course 
fees.   
 
Sandi Rogers, the College Director, has also suggested that in conjunction with that 
first course, we also run a research project on barefoot.  The students will be offered 
the chance to help with this by collecting data on the horses they are working on and 
later to have their names published on the research. This is an exciting idea for all 
involved as there are so few proper studies being done on barefoot at this time (none 
in Australia that I know of) and any data collated could be very interesting. 



 
If you are interesting in attending this initial course (numbers will be limited) please 
register your name with me or with the National College so they can forward you 
more details as soon as things are finalised. We are hoping to have it all up and 
ready to go by July 2008 but need to judge interest now to structure the research 
portion of the first course. 
 
Kind regards, 
Chrisann Ware 
Equethy Co-ordinator 
 
EQUETHY Barefoot Trim Workshops (Aust.) 
Hoof Care Education & Rehabilitation 
& Easycare Down Under 
Members AHCA & UHHGM 
www.equethy.com 
Ph 02 649 369 44  
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The RIRDC Horse program offers funds to support postgraduate study  and 
vocational work experience  in the horse industry.  
Students  are invited to apply for Postgraduate Research Scholarships .  
Companies  are invited to apply for Industry Placement Scholarships, to host 
students for applied research and training .   
 
For more information and details on the application process visit www.rirdc.gov.au 
 
 
Websites and Email Lists  
 
Australian Hoof Care Association  official website – www.ahca.org.au 
 
Australian Hoof Care Association email  list for discussion of organisational, 
professional development and committee issues�
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/AustralianHoofCareAssociation/ 
 
Barefoot horse in Australia  email group for discussion of clinical issue, case 
studies, ‘how-to’ and why-to’ topics etc. 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/barefoothorseinaustralia/ 
 
 
That is all for this newsletter. 
Lots more in the pipeline so keep tuned to the websites and lists above. 
Any contribution to newsletter happily accepted. 
Please forward to me  
 
Cheers 
Jenny Moncur 
Newsletter Editor 
 
�


